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GLENYSE SCHMIDT — ELECTIVE SURGERY 

15. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

I refer to the Premier’s comments on radio recently when he said —  

… elective surgery is just that, it is elective surgery. There might be long wait times … sometimes you 

just have to wait … 

Mrs Glenyse Schmidt has been waiting for an operation since November 2010. She was booked in for an 

operation in December 2010, only to have it cancelled after she was put under general anaesthetic. Her operation 

was cancelled two more times and she still desperately awaits an operation to fit a colostomy bag. 

(1) Does the Premier regard her surgery as elective? 

(2) In light of his comments, what does he say to people such as Mrs Schmidt who cannot afford private 

health care? 

(3) Will he intervene to ensure that Mrs Schmidt can have her surgery as soon as possible? 

(4) Does he stand by his comments on elective surgery? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

 (1)–(4) Elective surgery is elective surgery; it is not life threatening. That does not mean that there may not be 

individual cases that deteriorate or have complications. I would think that people would want life-

threatening emergency situations dealt with as a priority in our public hospitals. There is no doubt about 

that at all. 

Mr M. McGowan: So you are justifying it. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Leader of the Opposition has asked one question. He can ask a supplementary 

question. 

Of course I sympathise with the circumstances in which Mrs Schmidt finds herself. But I have just been told by 

the Minister for Health, who is sitting right next to me, that she was not under a general anaesthetic. I would 

have thought that if the Leader of the Opposition was going to ask a question on health, and particularly about a 

specific case, he would ask it of the Minister for Health, who happens to be available. He is here. I can see him. I 

can touch him. I can feel him. It is him; he is here right next to me! The Leader of the Opposition could have 

asked the Minister for Health. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, if you want to ask a question, I will give you the call. I am formally 

going to call you to order for the first time today. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Minister for Health, whom the Leader of the Opposition chose not to ask the question 

of, advises me —  

Mr M. McGowan: They were your comments. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No; the Leader of the Opposition asked about a particular patient. 

Mr R.H. Cook: No; it’s about your comments. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition did not ask anything. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, they are not serious. The patient concerned is scheduled for surgery on 22 

March 2012, just over a month away. 

Mr M. McGowan: Do you think it’s acceptable? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am just pointing out the facts. If the Leader of the Opposition had asked the Minister for 

Health, he could have given them to him. 

Mr M. McGowan: Do you think what happened is acceptable? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is day 2 as Leader of the Opposition. He did not have the sense of genuine concern to 

ask the person who is in a position to give a detailed answer. 

Several members interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: I presume that members in this place want question time to go beyond this question. Some of 

you are demonstrating that you do not want it to go beyond this question. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Going back to the earlier part of the question, in terms of elective surgery — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I formally call you to order for the first time today. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As I was trying to say, with respect to elective surgery, yes, the numbers on the waitlist 

have grown, which might be expected with a growing population and all the rest of it. But the time lapse 

between going on the list and having the surgery has narrowed. That is what I think people are interested in. The 

actual wait time is less, but, yes, more people are on the waitlist. That is a subtle distinction. It may be too hard 

for the Leader of the Opposition, but it is one that he should grasp. He asked the question of the wrong person. 

He did it deliberately. If he has any real concern for Mrs Schmidt, I suggest that his next question be to the 

Minister for Health, who will give him a detailed answer. 

 


